This is being written in that time of year that marks the end of the football season and the beginning of the basketball season. At The Ohio State University, in each of these sports the band plays a major role in exhorting the fans to encourage the teams by means of a song called &dquo;Hang On Sloopy.&dquo; I'm not now, nor ever was sure exactly who or what Sloopy is. As a matter of fact, for years I thought it was &dquo;Hang On Snoopy, &dquo; and it wasn't until I was in the smaller confines of the basketball arena that I heard myself loudly singing &dquo;Hang On
Snoopy'; folks looked at me somewhat strangely and I perked up my ears and learned that it was not Snoopy, but Sloopy. What's important is that &dquo;Hang On Sloopy&dquo; is intended to encourage teams to move forward toward victory and to encourage the spectators to join in song to show their sense of solidarity for their team.
I was reminded of &dquo;Hang On Sloopy&dquo; when I contemplated once more that late autumn afternoon in which Senator George Mitchell announced that the 103rd Congress of the United States would not be voting on any health care reform legislation this year. Hang on Sloopy, hang on! As I reflected on that event, I was reminded of the passage from the Old Testament, &dquo;When there is no vision the people perish&dquo; (Proverbs 29 :18) . Hang on vision, hang on.
The old saying is that success has many mothers, failure but one! The failure of the federal health care
The vision of health care reform was, is, and can be a compass for our thoughts, our actions, and our voices in the coming year. reform initiative has been dissected by many analysts.
Blame has been attributed to a wide variety of causes, sources, and reasons, and it is not my intent to explore those here. What seems critically important is to hang on to the vision. The vision of health care reform was, is, and can be a compass for our thoughts, our actions, and our voices in the coming year. The vision of health care reform is or was a vision for a seamless system of care; a vision for a system of care that is or was focused and oriented toward health, as well as illness care. It is or was a vision that included or includes universal coverage and universal access. It is or was a vision that included or includes a world in which artificial barriers to the practice of qualified practitioners are or were removed in the interests of providing safe, accessible, affordable, effective, and high-quality health care. For those of us in mental health it is a vision that includes the idea of parity-absolute parity of insurance coverage for mental illness-comparable to that which is provided for physical illness. The vision for mental health care is framed by a notion of a uniform package of benefits. The vision contains the promise of a seamless system of care for psychiatric illnesses: a system that bridges the gaps between hospital care and community care; bridges the chasm between the public system and the private system of mental health care.
That's the vision. Hang on vision, hang on! What did we learn from the 18 months or so of intense dialogue, debate, and diatribe around health care reform? In nursing we learned that we could speak with one voice in a unified way. With the magnificently orchestrated leadership provided by Virginia Trotter Betts, one of our own and also president of the American Nurses Association, we achieved unprecedented cooperative and collaborative work be- 1078-3903/95 $3.00 + 0 66/1/62868 tween the specialty and subspecialty organizations and the larger collective of organized nursing. We came together in a way that built on our strengths and exploited our shared values. As a consequence, nursing made its case in the Congress effectively and well. Hang on vision, hctng on! Parallel to these major accomplishments in nursing was the work of the Mental Health Liaison Group.
That group brought together more than 60 mental health-related organizations, large and small, all united around the common goal of working for parity and the uniform benefits package for persons with mental illness. The intensity of the work, the cooperation, the collaboration, the working together of these vari- and make judgments about the frenetic activity that is taking place in the health care industry. The promise of a seamless system will be achieved only if and when we bring our best minds to bear on developing the clinical pathways, the care paths, or whatever we call them, to ensure that there is a just and equitable treatment response to every health care problem that is presented to the system. Hang on vision, hang on! Many of the solutions that have been created and are being created in response to the cries for health care reform are at best patchwork reform. These solutions are for the most part putting Band-Aids on a very sick and troubled system (or rather nonsystem?) of health care. It seems likely that many of those patchwork solutions will create more problems than they solve. So, as the issue of health care reform percolates through the various state legislatures, it seems likely that a federal approach will emerge again for one more time inasmuch as there is a value in this nation for parity in distribution of the societal goods and resources across the states. While the percolating is going on in the states, we must take our enthusiasm, our interest, our reason and passionate discourse to the halls of our state legislatures. We must partner at the state level with all the same groups that we partnered with at the national level. Within our profession that means the specialty and subspecialty organizations working with the state nurses associations; many states have already begun this initiative. Regarding the mental health agenda we must partner with our colleagues and friends in the other mental health professions, as well as with consumers and family groups. Hang on vision, hang on! The end in view is quite simple: at the level of the state, there should be the same concern for quality, the same concern for equity, and the same concern for justice that was evident in the proposed Clinton health care plan. 
